Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council
Disaster Recovery Housing Program
FHAST: Impediment 4.2
Anti-NIMBYism Action Plan

NIMBYism (“Not in My Backyard”) has been defined by the Housing Assistance Council as
direct actions taken by citizens to prevent the development of special-use or low income
housing in their communities. Preventing these types of developments is usually done by
using the pretext of protecting the environment against pollution, heavy traffic, and/or dense
population. These actions mostly stem out of the misconception that affordable housing
developments will lower property value, increase crime, and /or damage the character of the
community; various studies have invalidated these misconceptions, and proved many of
them to be myths. Case studies have demonstrated that when communities increase
awareness with factual information to help debunk these myths about low income housing
developments, NIMBYism can be combated and communities can gain the benefits
associated with a diversified tax base: ‘rich life experience and enhanced opportunity to live
our country’s best values’.

Although studies have debunked misconceptions that instill fear in communities about the
effects of low income housing developments, NIMBY attitudes persist because this
information is not circulated sufficiently. So long as these misconceptions are not addressed,
communities will continue to risk losing the gains brought by a diversified tax base (race,
income, national origin, ethnicity, and familial status). Therefore to combat NIMBYism in
our region the Development Council will strive to address misconceptions of low income
housing development in the Lower Rio Grande Valley with the following action plan:

L. The LRGVDC will strive to increase awareness with the distribution of printed
material containing factual information that debunks myths and addresses
misconceptions about low income and special-use housing developments. These
materials will be accessible to counties, municipalities, non-profits, and developers.
The LRGVDC will encourage these organizations to use all available technology and
resources to spread this information.

IL The LRDVDC will, when appropriate, hold trainings on NIMBYism for local elected
and non-elected officials in an effort to garner political support on anti-nimbyism

through cooperation and understanding.

I11. The LRGVDC will encourage its jurisdiction to cooperate with low income and special-
use housing developers in helping prepare for community opposition.

Effective Date

This policy is effective this _22nd day of May, 2013.
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Honorable Steve Brewer, LRGVDC Board President
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